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I.  Introduction 

A.  Purpose  

The purpose of the Firewise Management Plan is to reduce the risk of wildfires destroying 
lives and property in Anthem by providing residents with guidance, direction and technical 
information; the plan’s objectives are to: 

 Aid in the decision- making process for improved wildfire protection,  

 Recommend fuel reduction treatments,  

 Foster desert health in areas adjacent to and within the community, and   

 Develop pre-emptive measures to prepare homes and businesses to survive 
wildland and other fires should they occur. 

B.  Mission Statement  

Recognizing that wildfire is a potential threat to all of us in Anthem, The Anthem Community 
Council, Anthem Country Club Community Association, the Parkside Community 
Association, The Village at Anthem, Daisy Mountain Fire District, City of Phoenix Fire 
Department, Arizona Forestry Division, and Firewise Communities/USA have joined to 
support the initiative to qualify Anthem as a designated Firewise Community. The mission of 
this united effort is to foster increased knowledge and understanding on the part of both 
residents and businesses, and to encourage participation in a variety of initiatives that will 
lead to a reduced risk from wildland and other fires while still maintaining the natural beauty 
of the area.  We are committed to an approach that is environmentally sound and sensitive 
to the needs of residents. 

II. Location and Access 

A.  Location and Access 

Anthem is located in northern Maricopa County in the state of Arizona. It is bordered on the 
north by the town of New River and Arizona Trust and Forest Service Land, and on the 
west, east and south by the City of Phoenix. Interstate 17, which runs north and south 
through the west side of Anthem, gives residents access at 2 major interchanges at 
Anthem Way and Daisy Mountain Drive.  Secondary access is by the Frontage Road which 
goes north to New River, or the Gavilan Peak Parkway which runs south to the Tramonto 
section of Phoenix. Aside from these major roads, there are two emergency- only gates 
located on Meridian Road in the southern portion of Anthem leading to the Desert Hills 
section of Phoenix, and at Ravina Lane near 9th Ave. 

B. History and Ownership 

Anthem was originally created by the Del Webb Corporation in 1999, later purchased by 
Pulte Homes, and completed in 2009. It is a total planned community built on 5,860 acres. 
There is a 65- acre community park and center and a 43,000 square foot Community 



Center building with basketball courts, swimming pool, and a water park. There are 
approximately 10,500 residential units which are on 52% of the site. The balance is 11% 
mixed use and 37% open space and recreational. All streets are paved and dead-end 
streets feature cul-de-sacs. 
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III. Land and Vegetation Description: 

A. Topography/Property Size 

 Anthem is relatively flat terrain situated at the base of Daisy Mountain. (See Master 
Layout Plan previous page.) Elevation of its 5,860 acres ranges from 1,760 to 2,428 
feet. Slope is less than15%. Daisy Mountain itself is on the northern edge of 
Anthem and has an elevation of about 3,190 feet. Land immediately to the south, 
east and west is flat. 

B. Climate/Weather 

The temperature ranges from an average high in January of 65 degrees to a high in 
July of 104 degrees, and a low in January of 43 degrees to a low in July of 80 
degrees. Average rainfall is 8 inches per year. The two heaviest rainy seasons are 
from December through March, averaging 1 inch per month, and July thru October, 
the monsoon season, averaging .8 inches per month. Summer thunderstorms can 
be localized, intense and accompanied by strong winds and lightning. Fire danger is 
increased during this time of the year. 

C.  Water 

All potable water is supplied by the City of Phoenix and Arizona American Water 
Co. The entire town has fire hydrant access within approximately 500 feet of each 
home (See fire hydrant maps in appendix). In addition, the community has 
underground utilities, and approximately 3,000 homes have home fire sprinkler 
systems.  

Apart from the homes, there are two golf courses that have several water holes and 
a lake designed to provide water for fire fighting in the community and surrounding 
desert area.  There is no naturally flowing river or stream, but as a master planned 
community, Anthem was developed on open desert scrub land and contains 
numerous washes, culverts and a dry river bed designed to carry all storm flood 
water safely through and around the community. 

D. Vegetation 

The predominate vegetation type within, and immediately surrounding the Anthem 
Community consists of Sonoran- Paloverde- Mixed Cacti Desert Scrub with 
drainage areas classified as North American Warm Desert Riparian Systems (see 
Vegetation Type Map, page 7). These vegetation types also include some 1,452 
acres of required Natural Area Open Space (NAOS) within the community. These 
NAOS areas are designed, and required, to be left in their natural vegetative state 
(see NAOS Map, page 8). 

Plants such as Saguaro Cacti (Carnegiea gigantea), Paloverde (Parkinsonia spp.), 
Mesquite (Prosopis spp.), Ocotillo (Fouquieria splendens), Barrel Cacti (Ferocactus, 
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wislizenii), Broom snakeweed (Gutierrezia sarothrae), Catclaw acacia (Acacia 
greggii), and Mormon tea (Ephedra viridis) are common throughout the area.  

Community common property areas and residential landscaping are a mix of native 
vegetation and approved landscape plants.  

All common areas of the community are maintained by a professional landscaping 
company and are routinely pruned and kept clean of all debris and dead vegetation. 
In addition, the types of permitted plants and vegetation are closely regulated by the 
community design guidelines. Only native or near-native species are permitted. 
Apart from residential and community property, commercial properties also have 
requirements for approved and maintained native or near-native vegetation.  

Desert scrub communities are historically characterized by open, patchy stands of 
plants scattered over bare ground. This vegetation type is typically not adapted to 
periodic wildland fire.  

See Anthem Veg Type Map and NAOS Map on next two pages. 
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E. Wildlife 

Wildlife is abundant in and around the community due to the surrounding mountains 
and desert areas. Mountain lions, bobcats, coyotes, javelina, desert pack rats and 
mice, squirrels, rabbits, rattlesnakes and numerous bird species are seen in the 
area. 

 IV. Fuel Models and Fire Regimes 

 A. Fuel Models 

Fire Behavior Fuel Models are tools to help land managers and fire professionals 
estimate fire behavior in specific fuel types. Fuel models are grouped according to the 
fire-carrying fuel type. The number of fuel models within each group varies, with a total 
of 40 models in all. 

Fuel model groups are:  

 NB- Nonburnable 
 GR- Grass 
 GS- Grass-Shrub 
 SH- Shrub 
 TU- Timber-Understory 
 TL- Timber-Litter 
 SB- Slash-Blowdown.  
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Differences in fire behavior among these groups are related to such things as fuel bed 
depth, density, size, moisture level and the amount of live vs. dead material. These 
properties influence how likely ignition is to occur, the fire’s rate of spread, and fire 
intensity. 

Predominate fuel models within and surrounding the Anthem community consists of 
GR2- Low Load, Dry Climate Grass and GS2- Moderate Load, Dry Climate Grass-
Shrub, (See Map, page 10). Overall the primary carriers of fire are grass and shrubs.  

Both of these fuel models are dynamic, meaning shifts in live to dead fuel moisture 
content influence the fire behavior. In the grass fuel type fire behavior varies from areas 
of sparse grass with low flame lengths, and moderate spread rates, to tall grass areas 
with extreme spread rates and flame lengths. In the Grass-Shrub fuel type, both grass 
and shrubs combine, carry fire and are important in determining fire behavior. 

Drainage areas; Army Corp 404 Washes and Natural Area Open Spaces (NAOS), are 
classified as TL1- Low Load Compact Conifer Litter and TL2-Low Load Broadleaf Litter. 
The primary carrier of fire spread is the tree litter. 

Vegetation includes desert chaparral, shrub, cacti and various tree species with patchy 
stands of plants scattered over bare ground; a very open horizontal continuity. Groups 
and clumps of vegetation may contribute to fire intensity and production of firebrands. 
The percentage of dead woody material (ratio of live-to-dead material) within shrubs can 
also be a contributing factor to wildfire intensity and spread. 

The continuity of flammable vegetation within the area can transition annually as 
precipitation levels fluctuate. Years with increased moisture in the winter and spring 
months will produce increased grass and herbaceous plant growth; thus, increasing fuel 
continuity. As a result, surface fire intensity and rates of spread will increase as this 
material dries out and/or dies. The amount of litter and dead-down woody material on 
the ground from overstory shrubs and trees will also contribute to fire intensity. 

Anthem Community common property and residential areas are a mix of native 
vegetation and approved landscape plants. Landscaping, plant spacing and 
maintenance of these areas contribute to a decrease in fuel load and potential for fire 
spread. 

See next page for an Anthem Fuel Type Map 
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B. Fire Regimes/Condition Class 

1.  Historic Fire Regime 

Fire history in desert scrub is hard to describe due to the lack of research. Historic 
accounts suggest that fires did not significantly impact these areas prior to the 1880’s. 
These vegetation communities most likely experienced some fire events, but did not 
evolve with recurrent fires. Desert scrub areas were typically not adapted to periodic fire 
and when fire did occur, recovery of the burned area was slow due to low water 
availability.  

2.  Current Fire Regime 

Today, desert scrub vegetation communities in Arizona are significantly different from 
what they were prior to major European American settlement. Human presence and 
movement on the landscape have significant impacts on fire regimes in these vegetation 
communities. There are now fewer native plants, more woody plants, and a more 
fragmented landscape.  

Plants and animals in these areas are not adapted to fire and can be severely harmed 
when fire occurs. Increasing fire frequency, even those of low-intensity, can be 
devastating and it may take centuries for an area to fully recover from a severe fire.  

One of the most significant factors is the increase in proliferation of nonnative grasses, 
which increase fire occurrence in locations where it once was rare. Nonnative species 
can alter the fire regime by changing the fuel characteristics at a given site. Many 
invading grasses burn hotter than native plants and can increase in density after a fire, 
which increases the ongoing potential for future fire risk.  

Fire regimes in and around the Anthem community are predominately Category V with a 
Condition Class of III  

See the next two pages for the Departure and FRCC Maps 
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V. Current Fire Response 
 

A. District Response Area 

One of the unique aspects of Anthem is its physical division. Divided by Interstate 17, the 
community’s east side is in unincorporated Maricopa County while the west side is part of 
Phoenix. The Anthem Firewise program encompasses all of Anthem.  Given this division, 
Anthem is actually supported by two Fire Departments- the Daisy Mountain Fire 
Department (DMFD) for the east and the Phoenix Fire Department (PFD) for the west. 
There are two Daisy Mountain Fire Stations, 142 and 145, located within Anthem. Fire 
Station 145 located at 1120 W. Desert Hills Dr (Desert Hills), is technically within the 
boundaries of Anthem property lines. It on land donated to the department by Del Webb 
Corp. Engine 145 is the “first due” to the eastern portions of Parkside and the Country 
Club. The closest Phoenix Fire Department Station is Station 56 is located in Tramonto, 
approximately five miles south of Anthem, accessible by either Interstate 17 or Gavilan 
Peak Parkway. To support Anthem, the two fire departments complement each other; 
whichever department has the closest, most available personnel and equipment responds 
to a given call.   

In the neighboring community of New River, AZ, the DMFD also has Fire Stations 141, 
146, and Battalion 141. Battalion 141 consists of a Battalion Chief and a Captain who 
respond to larger incidents in the area. The department receives dispatches through the 
Phoenix Alarm Room and is a member of the Phoenix Regional Automatic Aid System.  
This allows the residents of the Fire District to benefit from the support of over twenty 
contributing fire agencies in the Phoenix metropolitan area. The four Daisy Mountain Fire 
Stations are strategically located throughout the fire district to optimize response 
times. Their goal is for the first company to arrive within five minutes of the initial dispatch.  

Both the Daisy Mountain and Phoenix departments support the Anthem Safety and 
Services Committee and the Firewise subcommittee.          

Refer to the next pages for district and station maps. 

        

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

“Daisy Mountain Fire District” Map  
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 “Phoenix Fire Department Station Location Map”, June 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

  16



  17

 
 
B. Fire Protection Capabilities 

In addition to the available support previously mentioned and to the availability of 
fire hydrants every 500 feet in the residential community, Anthem is supported by 
the Daisy Mountain Fire Department’s Wildfire Division. This Division is a dynamic 
and highly trained group of firefighters equipped with 3 brush trucks, 4- wheel drive 
vehicles able to navigate off- road for challenging terrain should they be needed for 
the open areas around Anthem.  They also have 3 water tenders to support 
firefighting in areas without fire hydrants in surrounding areas.       

C. ISO Rating 
 
ISO (Insurance Service Office) Rating is based on the fire district’s ability to 
fight structure fires. Fire departments are rated on a varied set of items from 
manpower to water supply to communications etc. This rating is then used to 
determine the insurance rates for the community for which the fire department is 
responsible. Municipalities are rated on a scale of 1 through 10 with 1 being the 
best and 10 having little or no protection.  

Per Phil Dyer, the Daisy Mountain Fire Marshall, Anthem has a current ISO Rating of 
4 (ISO rating 1=best, 10=no protection). 

 

VI. Firewise Community Assessment and Current Status 

A.  History of Community Fuels Work  

The concept of an Anthem Firewise Committee and Community was presented in March 
of 2009 to a small group of residents. A chairperson was selected and the first meeting 
held in May of 2009, with subsequent meetings in August, October and November.  
Much of the initial effort of the Committee was spent in creating the plan/goals for a 
Firewise community program (reference Community Accomplishments and Goals).  

Fuels work has essentially occurred because of existing HOA CC&Rs requiring residents 
to maintain their own homes and landscaping by removing dead vegetation, pruning 
trees, and trimming shrubs. In addition, the Anthem Parks and Facilities group maintains 
all the open common areas such as the Anthem Community Park. Club Corporation 
maintains the two golf courses in the Anthem Country Club, and Parkside has several 
landscaping companies to maintain the neighborhood pocket parks. During 2009 and 
2010, the Anthem community participated in Anthem Pride Days. This event consisted of 
volunteers working to maintain landscaping of foreclosed/neglected homes. These 
efforts supported the goal of reducing hazardous fuels. 

 B. Firewise Community/USA Assessment 

The Anthem Firewise Committee coordinated an Anthem Firewise Site Visit October 29, 
2009. The goals were to visit numerous sites within the Anthem community, assess 
these various areas, and complete the NFPA 1144) 2008 Edition of the Structure 
Assessment Rating Form. Lee Ann Beery, the Arizona State Forestry Division Firewise 
representative, worked in conjunction with Phil Dyer and Breck Gudinas of the Daisy 
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Mountain Fire Department, as the key participants in the Assessment. In addition, Frank 
Young, Director of the Anthem Council’s Parks and Facilities, members of the Firewise 
Committee, and HOA representatives supported the site visit.  

Eight locations were chosen for the assessment. The documentation included the 
location (with maps), the reason for the selection, and additional notes specific to that 
location. The locations ranged from the Community Park, a sample wash, the panhandle 
area to the south, due to the slope of the mountain, homes along the open area on the 
west side, the Commercial areas on the west side, Country Club areas along the slope 
of Daisy Mountain, and the Golf Course. 

The Assessment Form was completed by Lee Ann Beery of the Arizona State Forestry 
Div. and Phil Dyer, the Daisy Mountain Fire Department Fire Marshall. Findings were 
presented by Fire Marshall Dyer to the Firewise Committee at the January 2010 Firewise 
Committee meeting.  

Score Results: 
The Assessment Form is sectioned into 5 categories for evaluation/ scoring. The idea is 
to help pin-point those areas in good condition and those that may need additional 
Firewise work. 
Summary Below: 

Area of Evaluation Anthem Rating Rating Scale 

Overview of Surrounding 
Environment 

20 

Moderate Structure 
Ignition Hazard from 
Wildland Fire 

From Chimney to Eaves 

 10 

Slight Structure Ignition 
Hazard from Wildland Fire 

From Top of the Exterior 
Wall to Foundation 9 

Slight Structure Ignition 
Hazard from Wildland Fire 

From Foundation to 
Immediate Landscaped Area 

20 

Moderate Structure 
Ignition Hazard from 
Wildland Fire 

From Immediate 
Landscaped Area to Extent 
of the Structure Ignition Zone 15 

Moderate Structure 
Ignition Hazard from 
Wildland Fire 

 
 
The low/slight ratings are due to the following factors: 
 

 The community is a young pre-planned community, being 10 years old at the 
time of the assessment. 

 The roads are numerous and in very good condition. Roads have cul-de-sacs 
and turnarounds for ease of use by emergency vehicles. 

 The homes are built of stucco with tile or other fire retardant roofs. 
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 The Community parks and golf courses are well maintained. 
 Fire hydrants are every 500’ (Ref. Fire Hydrant maps for east and west sides of 

Anthem). 
 Lots of water is available at the ponds in the Community Park and within the 

Country Club golf courses. 
 Many homes have pools. 
 Utilities are under ground. 
 Approximately 3,000 homes have home sprinkler systems. 
 Great support is available from the Daisy Mountain Fire Department and the 

Phoenix Fire Department. 
 HOA CC&Rs require residents to maintain their landscaping. The community 

HOA’s assign staff to drive the areas on a regular basis and report problems 
regarding homes, including landscaping issues. 

 
Some concerns did arise, including: 
 

 Homes are in close proximity to each other. 
 Defensible space around some homes may be less than 30 feet. 
 Some washes have accumulated debris as a result of heavy rains. 
 As the community ages and the landscaping grows, it will be necessary to clear 

and trim the landscaping more frequently. 
 Continued high rate of home foreclosures may result in more homes requiring 

attention to landscaping maintenance. 
 

C. Individual Property Assessments 
 

Anthem has approximately 10,500 homes. The Anthem Firewise Committee has 
discussed how individual property assessments could be completed within such a large 
community. To date, there has not been a Firewise individual property assessment 
effort.  The Anthem Country Club and Parkside Homeowner’s Associations, require, per 
their respective CC&Rs, homeowner participation in keeping their home landscaping 
trimmed. The Anthem Firewise Committee, in its Anthem Firewise Plan, will be creating 
more articles and participating in many community events to provide residents with 
information and tools to assist in making their homes Firewise. 
 

VII. Community Accomplishments and Goals 
 

A.  Accomplishments for 2009 
 

 Created a Firewise Committee. 
 Held monthly meetings (with exceptions based on committee decisions). 
 Participated as chair of the committee in the Anthem Council Safety and Services 

Committee meeting as a sub-committee of this group. 
 Wrote monthly reports to the Anthem Safety and Services Committee for inclusion in 

monthly reports to the Anthem Community Council. 
 Created a Firewise flyer specific to Anthem. 
 Participated in Anthem’s Anthem Days.  
 Participated in Anthem’s Autumnfest in October. 
 Participated in the Veteran’s Day Parade in November. 
 Created an Anthem Firewise email: anthemfirewise@yahoo.com. 
 Created and maintained a webpage with News, links to fire departments and 

information: http://www.onlineatanthem.com 
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 Utilized the www.onlineatanthem.com website to e-blast and broadcast Firewise 
information to the community.  

 Community involvement in Anthem Pride Days, clearing dead debris, and trimming 
trees and shrubs from foreclosed homes. 

 Wrote Firewise article for inclusion in the “Freedom Way” magazine. 
 Distributed Firewise materials to the Anthem Community Center and the Anthem 

HOA/Council office. 
 Prepared for and conducted the Firewise Site Visit in October. 
 Continued work on the plan and applications for becoming a Firewise 

Community/USA community in 2010. 
 
B. Goals in 2010 
 

 Continue to work on the Anthem Firewise Plan and application to become a Firewise 
Community/USA community. 

 Schedule and conduct monthly Firewise Committee meetings. 
 Continue participation with the Anthem Council Safety and Services Committee. 
 Continue reports to the Anthem Council Board of Directors. 
 Full Anthem community understanding of the Natural Area Open Spaces (NAOS) 

and the 404 washes, inclusive of fire protection. The first presentation was made to 
the Anthem Community Council Board of Directors at their monthly meeting April 28, 
2010.  The presentation is available at www.onlineatanthem.com under 
Community Council > Documents & Forms > Presentations & Final Reports>NAOS 
and 404 Wash Presentation. Additional meetings and presentations are planned to 
continue the education process. 

 Provide more Anthem Firewise articles in the “Freedom Way” magazines and other 
media. 

 Continue use of the www.onlineatanthem.com website to email/eblast and broadcast 
Firewise information to the community. 

 Updated Firewise website: www.onlineatanthem.com , click on Community 
Directory, and click on Anthem Firewise 

 Create an Anthem/Desert flyer with information more specific to our desert location; 
distribute flyers to all the residents and community locations. 

 Participation in Anthem Days (which will be our Firewise Day(s); anticipate using the 
Firewise Trailer from the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and in conjunction with 
the Daisy Mountain Fire Department. 

 Participation in the Anthem Parkside Clean Up Day, Saturday, May 8, 2010 
 Participation in the October Anthem Autumnfest.  
 Provide presentations to Anthem community groups. 
 Continue support of the Anthem Firewise webpage. 
 Continue updating of forms for collecting volunteer and homeowner hours for time 

spent at meetings, doing Firewise and Firewise related projects, and participation at 
Anthem events. 

 Design and create an official Anthem Firewise banner. 
 Continue support of the anthemfirewise@yahoo.com emails.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.onlineatanthem.com/
http://www.onlineatanthem.com/
http://www.onlineatanthem.com/
http://www.onlineatanthem.com/
mailto:anthemfirewise@yahoo.com


 
 
Appendix – Maps and Photos 
 
June 2009 Brushfire (and samples of vegetation) near Anthem (photos courtesy of Tom and 
Linda Johnson); west of Anthem and the Interstate 17 – Daisy Mtn. Exit 
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October 2009 Firewise Site Visit – sample pictures of areas around the Anthem Community 
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Ownership Map 
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Anthem (east) Fire Hydrant Map (Courtesy of the Arizona American Water) 
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Anthem (west) Fire Hydrant Maps (Courtesy of the Phoenix Fire Department) 
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Appendix - Additional Information 

Anthem Firewise Map Information  
Fuel Models:  
Fuel models are grouped by fire-carrying fuel type; there are currently 40 models 
with the number of models within each fuel type varying. 
NB- Nonburnable 
GR- Grass (9 models) 
GS- Grass-Shrub (4 models) 
SH- Shrub (9models) 
TU- Timber- Understory (5 models) 
TL- Timber Litter (9 models) 
SB- Slash- Blowdown (4 models) 
 

Anthem Fuel Type Fire Behavior Fuel Model (FBFM40) Map Codes:  

GR1- Short, Sparse Dry Climate Grass (Dynamic): The primary carrier of fire is 
sparse grass, though small amounts of fine dead fuel may be present. Grass is 
generally short, either naturally or by grazing, and may be sparse or 
discontinuous. 
 
GR2- Low Load, Dry Climate Grass (Dynamic): The primary carrier of fire is 
grass, though small amounts of fine dead fuel may be present. Load is greater 
than GR1, and fuelbed may be more continuous. Shrubs, if present, do not affect 
fire behavior. 
 
GS2- Moderate Load, Dry Climate Grass-Shrub (Dynamic): The primary carrier 
of fire is grass and shrubs combined. Shrubs are 1 to 3 feet high, grass load is 
moderate. 
 
NB1- Urban/ Developed: Consists of land covered by urban and suburban 
development; the area does not support wildland fire spread. These areas may 
experience structural fire losses during a wildland fire incident; however, 
structure ignition in those cases is either house-to-house or by firebrands. 
 
NB8- Open Water: Land covered by open bodies of water such as lakes, rivers 
and oceans. 
 
NB9- Bare Ground: Land devoid of enough fuel to support wildland fire spread. 
Such areas may include gravel pits, arid deserts with little vegetation, sand 
dunes, rock outcroppings, beaches, and so forth. 
 
TL1- Low Load Compact Conifer Litter: The primary carrier of fire is compact 
forest litter; light to moderate load, fuels 1 to 2 inches deep. 
 
TL2- Low Load Broadleaf Litter:  The primary carrier of fire is broadleaf 
(hardwood) litter; low load, compact broadleaf litter. 
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Fire Regimes: 

A classification based on the average number of years between fires (fire 
frequency) combined with the severity of the fire (amount of vegetation 
replacement) and its effect on the dominant overstory vegetation. A natural fire 
regime is a general classification of the role fire would play across a landscape in 
the absence of modern human mechanical intervention but including the 
influence of aboriginal burning. 
The five classifications: 

I. 0-35 year frequency and low severity (most commonly associated with 
surface fires) to mixed severity (in which less that 75% of the dominant 
overstory vegetation is replaced) 

II. 0-35 year frequency and high severity (stand replacement; greater than 
75% of the dominant overstory vegetation replaced) 

III. 35-200+ year frequency and mixed severity 
IV. 35-200+ year frequency with high severity 
V. 200+ year frequency and high severity 

 

Anthem Fire Regime Departure Map Codes:  
Barren (Dark Gray) 
Fire Regime Group III (White): 35-200 year fire return interval; low & moderate 
severity 
Fire Regime Group IV (Purple): 35-200 year fire return interval; replacement 
severity 
Fire Regime Group V (Red): > 200 year fire return interval; any severity 
Sparsely Vegetated (Light Gray) 
Water (Blue) 

 

Fire Regime Condition Class: 
A classification of the amount current conditions have departed from those of 
historical reference fire event cycles. 
Three classifications: 

1. Low departure with a natural fire cycle 
2. Moderate departure with at least one (1) missed natural fire cycle 
3. High departure with at least three (3) missed natural fire cycles 

 

Anthem Fire Regime Condition Class Map Codes: 
Agriculture (Purple) 
Bare Rock/ Sand/ Clay (Dark Gray) 
Fire Regime Condition Class II (Yellow): Moderate Vegetation Departure 
Fire Regime Condition Class III (Red): High Vegetation Departure 
Urban/ Transportation/ Mines/ Quarries (Black) 
Wetlands/ Alpine/ Others (Light Blue) 
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The Anthem Firewise Committee asks everyone to be Firewise; protect our 
homes, neighbors, community, and wildlife friends. 

“Give a Hoot!” 
 
 
 

 
 

Baby owl nesting in a cactus in front of the US Post Office in Anthem. 
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